Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.132; data-to-parameter ratio = 6.9.
The title compound, C 7 H 6 O 4 , crystallizes with two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. In both molecules, the 2-hydroxy group is bound via intramolecular hydrogen bonds to the aldehyde group. The molecules interact through O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds to form a three-dimensional network structure; each hydroxy group serves as a donor to only one acceptor atom.
Related literature
For some references on hydroxy-substituted benzaldehydes, see: Kretz et al. (2007) ; Ng (2005) . For the crystal structures of Schiff base derivatives of 2,3,4-trihydroxysalicylaldehyde, see: Petek et al. (2006) ; Sun et al. (2007) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y; z; (ii) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 1 2 ; z þ 1 2 ; (iii) x À 1; Ày; z À 1 2 .
Experimental
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2008) . I thank the University of Malaya for supporting this study through the purchase of the diffractometer. Fig. 1 . Plot (Barbour, 2001) of the two independent molecules of 2,3,4-trihydroxybenzaldehyde with 50% probability ellipsoids. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. (7) O6-H6 0.84 (1) C2-C7 1.409 (7) O7-H7 0.84 (1) C2-C3 1.416 (7) O8-H8 0.84 (1) C3-C4 1.367 (7) C1-H1 0.9500 C4-C5 1.402 (7) C6-H6A 0.9500 C5-C6 1.398 (7) C7-H7A 0.9500 C6-C7 1.374 (7) C8-H8A 0.9500 C8-C9 1.425 (8) C13-H13 0.9500 C9-C14 1.398 (7) C14-H14 0.9500 supplementary materials sup-5
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2,3,4-Trihydroxybenzaldehyde
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °) D-H···A D-H H···A D···A D-H···A O2-H2···O1 0.84 (1) 1.99 (5) 2.631 (5) 133 (6) O3-H3···O7 i 0.84 (1) 2.04 (3) 2.816 (5) 153 (6) O4-H4···O1 ii 0.84 (1) 1.90 (3) 2.701 (5) 159 (6) O6-H6···O5 0.84 (1) 1.87 (3) 2.653 (5) 154 (6) O7-H7···O2 0.84 (1) 2.02 (3) 2.772 (5) 149 (6) O8-H8···O5 iii 0.84 (1) 1.86 (2) 2.679 (5) 162 (7) Symmetry codes: (i) x−1, y, z; (ii) x−1/2, −y+1/2, z+1/2; (iii) x−1, −y, z−1/2. supplementary materials sup-6 Fig. 1 
